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WENCHOW REPORT 


The Wenchow Three-self Committee met for two days in June, and three representatives 
from the central office in Shanghai, Tien Feng editor Shen Te-jung, Pastor Wang Chi-fa, and 
the writer of the report Chiang Yeh (this possibly a pseudonym) were present. The two latter 
leaders stayed on for a survey of the Ou River mouth area of more than ten counties. In this 
area there are 1,050 churches; Methodist, CIM, both independent churches (Yeh-su-chiao and 
Chi-tu-chiao), Seventh Day Adventist, Little Flock, and a few Anglican churches““ . Baptized 
church members number about 70,000, of whom many have entered the church since Liber- 
ation. There are only about 200 pastors and preachers to care for all these churches, There 


is much dependence upon volunteer workers. 


This dependence on volunteer workers has its value, in keeping church life close to the 
ple, but there are also difficulties, chiefly due to the low educational level of the volunteer 
kers, which renders them susceptible to superstitious extravagances, such as “spiritual fire- 

crackers’’, spiritual dances“ and the like. The writer was told of one woman who in the ex- 
citement of a spiritual dance dropped her baby, which died of the injuries, Some Christian 
leaders claim to have a crystal eye, that is, clairvoyant ability, and thus impose on the igno- 


rance of village people. 


The writer had heard in Shanghai that Christians who were in farm cooperatives did not 
have time to go to church, so he made a special point of inquiring about this. He was told that 
it was not a problem; if a Christian did good work during the week, he could get time off for 


church on Sunday, except in the busy seasons. 


The government’s religious policy is being implemented fairly well everywhere, with the 
one exception of Wenling county, where, as we have previously reported, most of the churches 
have remained closed. The special situation in‘that county was due to its proximity to the 
Tach’en Islands, and thus it was a military emergency zone until those islands were liberated. 
After that the churches could have reopened, but by that time they were lacking in leadership, 


and so it has been difficult to make the necessary arrangements. 


The chief difficulties in the area, the writer notes, have been property questions: I. How 
to draw the line between school property, which the government takes over, and church proper- 
ty, which should remain with the church; and 2. How to cope with local officials who without 
previous notice ‘‘borrow’’ the church for various meetings. The writer notes that patient nego- 
tiation is the only answer to both these questions. But this negotiation is made much easier if 
the local church has a record of active cooperation with the government, 
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THE CHINESE CATHOLIC PATRIOTIC ASSOCIATION > 


We have already reported in the September 16 Bulletin the organization of this Association, 
The August 12 Tien Feng gives more details, in an article summarized from the daily bulletins 
of the New China News Agency. The 241 delegates represented more than 100 dioceses and 
more than 3,000,000 members. The formal meeting lasted from July 15 to August 2, but before 
that there was an informal discussion from June 17 to July 13, during which opposition was vigor- 
ously expressed, ‘‘Rightist elements attacked the anti-imperialist activities of Catholic lay- 
men, and openly upheld the reactionary policies and interfering activities of the Vatican. A 
Szechuan bishop Wang Wen-cheng wes opposed to exposing Vatican policies, saying that this 
would be fatal to the Catholic Church. A Hopei bishop Chao Chen-sheng openly declared that 
to love the church is to be patriotic, that socialism should be voluntary, and that we must not 
establish a patriotic association without the permission of the Vatican. He even went so far as 
to say that the Vatican which has always been hostile to New China loved China, it opposes 
imperialism, and upholds world peace. A Hangchow priest Wang K’e-ch’ien said, The Catho- 
lic Church believes in private property as being in accordance with human nature; the Com- 
munist Party in establishing socialism is destroying pri vate property. He maintained that this 
was a fundamental question, but this only proved that he himself was opposed to socialism. A 
Peking priest Wei Pao-shan quoted church canons to uphold criminal imperialists and reaction- 
aries, and was opposed to church members exposing and denouncing their crimes. He even 
warned, Even though church members know about their crimes, they must not denounce them 
to the government, or they will be committing a mortal sin, worthy of excommunication. A 
Shanghai member Kung Ling-chia openly defended the counter-revolutionary Kung Ping-mei 
saying, Bishop Kung in not allowing church members to join the anti-imperialist movement, 
the anti- America help-Korea movement, or to cooperate with the government, was acting to 
keep the members away from atheistic influence. His motives and position were good; if the 
government does not release him and those with him, how can they expect to have good rela- 
tions with the Catholic Church? He maintained, It is essential that we stand together. But 
after thorough discussion of the facts and principles involved, these rightists were exposed and 
isolated, and all finally admitted that their position was wrong. Both bishops and priests — 9 
cepted the principle that what comes from the Vatican must not be blindly accepted, but m 
first be analyzed. 


The article goes on to state that on july 27 the Association passed a resolution 2 . that 
the action of the Vatican in rejecting the election of Francis Xavier Chang as Vicar Capitular 
of Shanghai was an illegal encroachment on the rights of the Church in China and that there- 
fore it was null and void. 


The People's Daily in an editorial on August 3 stated. The Catholic Church in China must 
not only cut all administrative and economic ties with the Vatican, but it must also demand that 
the Vatican respect its sovereignty and its religious rights, and not arbitrarily interfere." 


On August 2 a Catholic mass meeting in Shanghai supported the action of the Association in 
attacking the Vatican, 


MEETING CHRISTIANS IN CHINA 


This is the title of an article by Walter Freytag in the October International Review of 
Missions, Dr. Freytag is Professor of Missions in the Universities of Hamburg and Kiel, and 
Secretary of the Deutscher Evangelischer Missionsrat. He spent three weeks in China last Febru- 
ary and March and reports his impressions in this article, He is impressed both with the sub- 
stantial achievements of the Communist Government and the continuing strength and witness of 
the Christian church. Some of his comment is much the same as that of other visitors during 
the past two years, but there is uniqueness of insight and understanding which stems from his 
German background and his theological interest. 


The experience of the German church during the past 25 years gave him a background 
against which to interpret the reactions of Chinese Christian leaders today, He says, that they 
want to destroy the picture of the Church in China which has been formed abroad, that it 2 
martyr church, It reminded one of how, in a similar visit abroad during the Third Reich, 
had the impression that people were trying to over-simplify. It reminded one of how we in 


bru- 


any at that time resisted the idea that what had happened in the Confessional Church was 
to be understood exclusively as a movement of political resistance, But behind it stands a 
deeper motive which reflects itself in the following expression of views: ‘You may think of us 
as you like. You can regard us as naive and blind. Only one thing you must not say of us, that 
we have betrayed our Lord. In such tones is to be heard, behind the defensive affirmations, 
the strongest note of all, the sense of a need for unbroken community with those who, outside 
China, confess the Lord Christ. 


Again he addresses a salutary reminder to Christians outside China not to set ourselves up as 
their judges, ‘‘I still remember clearly encountering abroad „ at the time of the Third Reich, 
the judgment: ‘Anyone in Germany today who is not in a concentration camp and is still alive 
cannot be a Christian’, and how horrified | was, Anyone who has any sense of what is going on 
in China knows that such a judgment is definitely forbidden. 


Dr. Freytag was interested in the theology of the Church in China today, If you ask; 
‘What, to you, in the message of the old Gospel, has become new, in this revolution of the 
times?’, various answers are forthcoming: Man does not live by bread alone’, or: ‘We have 
learned deeply to know what sin is. Frequently people answer in all honesty; That we cannot 
yet say. We are not yet finally clear about it. Or ‘Many people today are strengthening their 
roots anew in the Bible, because for them the Social Gospel concept has broken down and be- 
cause on the other hand the doctrines of the apocalyptic group, with their tendency to escapism, 
no longer mean anything to them. Or they put it like this: ‘We know that we have to manifest 
the difference, the otherness of the Gospel over against everything that is in the world, and we 
pray therefore that we shall be able to do so, But we know that it can only come about through 
solidarity with our nation. 


These quotations should wet our readers* appetite to hunt up and read the whole article, 


é CANADIAN JOURNALIST IN CHINA 


William Kinmond of the Globe and Mail, Toronto, spent two and a half months in China 
this summer. He had reports on the church in China in that paper for July 30 and 31. In the 
main, these two articles report interviews in Nanking and Shanghai. The interview in Nanking 
was with Bishop K. H Ting. He states that the bishop assured him that the Chinese church 
does not feel there is any conflict between its teachings and the dogma of the Communist 
government. This statement evidently does not mean what it seems to mean, for the bishop 
goes on to say, As a matter of fact our task is somewhat easier since the Communists frankly 
admit they are atheists. Not all Chinese have accepted Marxism, so there is a large area un- 
touched by Marxism. I do not feel Marxism constitutes a threat to the church. At the end of 
the interview Kinmond says that he had the feeling that he had once again listened to a record 
which has been played again and again during all these weeks in Communist China. In an 
interview in Hong Kong he elucidated that statement by saying of Bishop Ting's words, They 
were the same words, the same phrases, all adopted from the propaganda line of Mao Tse~tung,”’ 


In Shanghai he teamed up with a New Zealand visiting delegation and interviewed Anglican 
Bishop Mao, Methodist Bishop Kaung, Baptist pastor Chi, Methodist pastors George Wu and 
Henry Sun, YM Secretary Y. C. Tu and CCC Secretary H. H. Tsui, Rev, Tsui gave him 
figures on the Church of Christ in China as a church of 120,000 members, (in 1949 it reported 
176,983 members), divided into 17 synods, V. C. Tu did most of the talking, but near the 
end when some one suggested that under Communism the church would disappear, Bishop Kaung 
spoke up to object, saying, There is a longing here for spiritual food which only Christianity 
can give. The interview closed with a brief prayer by Bishop Kaung. On the way out Kinmond 
asked Rev. Dickie of New Zealand what he thought of the interview. He replied, ‘*At the 
moment there is undoubtedly freedom of worship. For the present the Church does not consti~ 
tute a threat to the Communists, It will in perhaps 20 or 30 years. Then there will be no more 
Church. 


CHURCH NEWS 


Peking radio announced on September 25 that a five man interdenominational Protestant 
delegation from Hungary had arrived in China for a tour of Christian centers, The group is 
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